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collapse of British rule in India by entrusting Ministers
in the Provinces with the responsibility of the administration
of police, I cannot do better than refer to the following
observations of Sir Samuel Hoare. He recognized the risks
involved in the proposal, but pointed out how those risks
have been diminished by several provisions in the Con-
stitution.
He said :
" On the one hand there is the need for making provincial
autonomy real self-government and the virtual impossibility
of making provincial autonomy real self-government if law
and order are not transferred to an Indian Minister. On
the other hand, there is the essential need for taking no
action that will shake the morale of the police or that will
endanger the Indian spirit. Setting on the one side the
advantages of a transfer, and on the other side the dis-
advantages, we came to the same conclusion at which the
Simon Commission arrived, namely, that it was both safer
and wiser to make this transfer. ... If you make the
transfer of law and order to a responsible Indian Minister,
you cannot withhold from his control the administration
of the police. . . . We do not intend, nor do Indian public
men intend, that the Minister should himself interfere
arbitrarily with promotion, postings and discipline. All
these matters will be primarily for the executive head of the
Service to deal with. The officers at the top, who have
been and will continue for a time to be appointed by the
Secretary of State, will have their main conditions of service
regulated by him and will have a right of appeal to him.
The provincial police service proper will have the protection
of the Provincial Public Services Commission, and there
will, we hope, be strong selection boards for appointments
and promotions in the subordinate ranks. The work of
the force will be the responsibility of the Minister. He
will be deeply concerned in its efficiency, because at every
point its work will be subject to criticism. The Governor
is given special responsibility in the case of any grave
menace to the peace and tranquillity of the Province." x
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